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Ordinance 04- _Q_Q,L_

SUBJ: Historic Preservation
Real Property Tax
Credit Amendment
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners created a Historic Preservation
Commission (the “Commission”) pursuant to Section 20.7 of the St. Mary’s County
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance, (the “Zoning Ordinance™), with delegated authority to
recommend programs and legislation which promote historic preservation; and
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WHEREAS, the Commission is authorized by Section 9-204 of W#ﬁ?ﬁw
Article of the Marvland Annotated Code to designate certain existing structures having
historic or architectural value as being eligible for a real property tax credit of up to 10% of
the properly documented expenses for restoration and preservation of a historic landmark or
within a historic district; and ER ILC Blidaen
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WHEREAS, the Commission is also authorized by Section 9-204 of the Tax-
Property Article to grant a real property tax credit of up to 5% for the properly documented
expenses for the construction of an architecturally compatible new structure in a historic
district; and

WHEREAS, Sections 9-204(f) of the Tax-Property Article state that the Board of
County Commissioners may provide for any procedure or condition necessary to carry out
these provisions; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners established by Ordinance 2000-14
a real property tax credit for historic districts, which is codified at Code of Publi¢ Local Laws
of Maryland, Article 19 (St. Mary’s County), Chapter 267, Section 267-59, ef seq.; and

WHEREAS, by the authority of the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s
County, notice of a public hearing was published in The Enterprise, a newspaper of general
circulation in St. Mary’s County, on November 19, 2004 and November 26, 2004 to consider
whether to expand the Historic Preservation Tax Credits to include expenses for restoration
and preservation of a historic landmark; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County has
carefully reviewed the analysis of this situation, the comments and concerns of the public and
the recommendations of the County staff; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County believes it
to be in the best interest of County citizens to expand the eligibility of Historic Preservation
Tax Credits for the restoration and preservation of structures within historic landmarks; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County believes
that including Historic Landmarks as eligible sites will serve an established public policy of
fostering and encouraging historic preservation activities through improvement, restoration
and rehabilitation of such structures.
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