
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Commissioners of St. Mary's County will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, April 29,2025, at 6:30 p.m. at the Chesapeake Building located at 41770
Baldridge Street in Leonardtown, Maryland to consider public input on Revised Animal
Control Ordinance.

Citizens are encouraged to attend and participate in the public hearing.

Note that as a result of the evidence and comments made at the public hearing, amendments may
be made to the proposed Revised Animal Control Ordinance.

Written comments, questions and suggestions may be submitted on or before May 6, 2025,
to: Commissioners of St. Mary's County, P.O. Box 653, Leonardtown, MD 20650 or
csmc@ stmaryscountymd. gov.

Public hearing information and copies of the proposed Revised Animal Control Ordinance
are available on the https ://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/publichearings. CSMC Public
Hearings are televised live on St. Mary's County Government (SMCG) TV Channel 95 and

available on the SMCG YouTube Channel.

Any reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities should be requested by contacting
the St. Mary's County Public Information Office at (301) 475-4200, ext. 1340.

COMMISSIONERS Of ST. MARY'S COUNTY

By: Jennifer, Utz Department of Emergency Services

1't Public Notice Friday April 11,2025
2od Public Notice Friday April 18,2025



St. Mary's County
Deprrtment of Emergency Services
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April 1,2025

To: Commissioners of St. Mary's County
David Weiskopf, County Administrator
David Yingling, Deputy County Administrator

From: Jennifer Aubert-Utz, Director of Emergency Service

CC: Buffy Giddens, County Attorney

Animal Control Ordinance - Public Hearing RequestRE:

Ilistorical BacLground:
The St. Mary's County Animal Control Ordinance was updated and approved
on July 30, 2024 . The previous revision occurred on March 21 , 2017 .

Sunnar5r:
The Department of Emergency Services, in collaboration with the Animal
Control Advisory Board, and partnering organizations worked on a
comprehensive update to the Animal Control Ordinance from 2O2O-2O24. The
most recent version of the Ordinance was approved on July 30,2024. Prior to
approval, a public hearing was held on April 30,2024. Twenty speakers
attended the hearing and five emails were submitted, with one additional email
from a speaker who amended their concern via email. In part, the department's
response to the public comments was to find innovative solutions and a stated
commitment to working with the community. As such, the department is
recommending an amendment to the definition section of the Commercial
Animal Establishment section of the Ordinance. The requested change is
attached.

Rcqucst:
To approve a public hearing on the amendment to the Animal Control
Ordinance. We request a public hearing be scheduled for T\,resday, ApnL 29,
2025.
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Proposed Aneadrrrent:

M. "Commercial Animal Establishment" means an establishment for:

l. The commercial breeding of dogs, cats, or other domestic animals;

The boarding, grooming, sale, or training of dogs, cats, or other
domestic animals for which a fee is charged.: er

3.+ "Commeraal Animal Establishment" excludes veterinary facilities,
animal shelters, registered rescue organizations, or research
facilities where bona fide medical, dental, veterinary,
pharmaceutical, or biological research occurs.

Timeline:

Action Date*
Commissioner Meeting: Request
for Public Hearing
Submit Public Notice to Southern
Maryiand News (before 3pm)

Tuesday, April 8,
2025

Publication: lst Public Notice

Publication: 2nd Public Notice
Friday, April 18,
2025

Public Hearing
TUesday, April 29,
2025

Close of Public Comment Period
(Spm)

Tuesday, May 6,
2025

Commissioner Meeting:
Tuesday, May 13,
2025

or

2

Tuesday, April 1,

2025

Friday, April 1 l,
202s



Sr. ManY's Couxrv Govenxntxr
DEPARTMENT OF THE
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
David A. Weiskopf, County Administator

*
Commissioners of St. Mary's County

James R. Guy, President
Michael R. Alderson. Jr., Commissioner

Eric S. Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewin, Commissioner

Scon R. Ostrow, Commissioner
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To: Commissioners of St. Mary's County
David A. Weiskopf,

Fr: Jennifer Aubert-Utz
Date: April l,2025

Corrntv Administrator

')*n
Reque3t for hrbllc Hearlng

Staff Proposal

Topic: Animal Control Ordinance Amendment

Plan r Stakeholder Input:
rouide a lbt o tential communit stakeholders:

Animal Control Steue TVttle,
ChairmanAduiso Board

Public Heaing
Notice

SMC Gouernment,
Dept. of Emergencg
Seruices, St. Mary's
County Animal
Slelter

Social Media

(Please include name and contact person- Descibe type of contact (meetings, Jorum" surueg,
uebsite, social media, notifications, etc.)

Notihcation:
Work with the PIO office to deuelop a Neus Release and associated Public
Hearing messaging on the Countg utebsite.

P.O. Box 65J . CHESAPEAKF] BT]ILDINC .4I770 BALDRIDCE STREET. LI,ONARDTO\\'N. MD 20650

Phone 301.475.4200 ext. l32l . FAx 301.475.4935. www.stmarysmd.com

Teleplnne

Public Heaing
Notice

Southem Maryland
News

Printed news, publislrcd twice

Please

Departmental Response:
Department uill request a Public Hearing and post a notice of public hearing in
the Soutlern Moryland Neus paper (twice) and post on tle St. Mary's Countg
Gouentment, Department of Emergencg Seruices and St. Mary's Countg Animal
Shelter social media accounts.

Timeline:
Commissioner reqtest for Public Hearing on April 1st, sabmit public notice to
Southem Maryland Neuts on April En pefore 3 p.m.), 1't public notice on Apil
11tn, )na public notice on April 1gtn, public heairq on Apil 29h, close of public
comment peiod at 5:00 p.m. on Mag 6th, and Commissioner decision on May
13ttt.



Rcquested b): Drpartmcnt of Emergenc] Scr\ icc\ Ordinance No. 202{ - lE

Subject: Public Safetl - To Repcal and Re-

enact Chaptcr 212 oI the Code ol
St. Mtn's Coun$, Mon'Iru.l,
llstsblishing Animal Control
Rcgulations
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.I'O RTiPIiAL AND RE-ENACT CHAPTER 2I2 OF.,I'HE,
CODE OF ST. MARY'S COIINTY, MARYLAND,

I'S'I'AI}LISTIING ANIMAI, CONTROL REC UI,ATIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to 
"1i-l29(c) 

ol lhe l.o.'ul Gorent,nent .4rticle <tf lhe Annotutetl
Code of .\larylurrrl. the Commissioners of St. lvlary"s Counry' are authorizcd to provide for the
regulation. humanc treatment and keeping ofdonrestic animals: and

WHllRllAS, a notice of a public hcaring was advertised on April 12,2024 and April 19.

2024 in Sotthern ltlurylund Nets. the Enterprise , a ncwspaper of gencral circulation in St. Mary's
County. and a public hcaring was held on April 30.2024 to receive public commcnt and consider
the repeal and re-cnactmcnt ofChapter 212 ol thc ('ode ofSt. |lla4"s ('ounty. l,larfland. to pnrvidc
for the regulation. lrunranc lreatment and keeping of domestic animals: and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners olSl. lvlary's Count)'lind that it is in the best intercst ol'
the health, sat'et1'and uellare of the citizens ol'St. Mary's Count5,to repeal and re-enact Chapter
212 of the Code o.l'St. llar)"s Count),. llarvland, to provide for the rcgulalion, humane trearment
and keeping of domcstic anirnals,

NOW,, THE,REFORE, BE IT ORDAINtID by thc Commissioncrs ol'51. Mary's County,
pursuant to \ lj-l l9(c) ol'the l.ocal Gorernnrcnt ,.lrticle ol lhe Anrulatcd ('odc o.f Maryland. that:

SECTION I. Chaptcr 212 of theCode ol St. trlary's Countl'. Maryland, is repealed and re-enaclcd
to read as follorvs:

CIIAPTER 2I2. ANINIAI, CONTROL

$212.1 .,\PPLTCABTLTTY

This Chapter applies to all animals kept in St. Mary's County except as specifically providcd

ORI)l\.r\,\CE



Requcsted b1 : Departntent of limcrgencl Scrliccs Ordinance \o. 202{' l8

Subjcct: Public Satety - T'o Repealand Re-
cnact Chapter 212 oI the Code of
.9L iltury,'5 Courttlt, f,larylond,
Establishing Animal Control
Regulations
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$ 212-2. DEFTNTTTONS.

In this Chapter the fbllowing words havc the meanings indicated:

A

B

C

"Adequate exercise" or "exercise" means the opportunity for the animal to move
suffrcicntll'to maintain normal muscle tone and mass for the age, species, condition. size.

and type of the animal.

"Aclequate.food" means access to sufficicnt quantity and quality of food or feed to maintain
each animal in good health: prepared to be easily consumed for the age. species. condition.
size. and ty'pe of each animal: provided in a clean and sanitary manner: placed to minimize
contamination by. excrement. pcsts. or bothl and provided at suitable inten'als for the age.

species. condition. size. and type of animal. at lcast once daily. unless otherrise prescribed
b1'a veterinarian.

"Adequale shelter ' means:

l. For each animal. easy access to shelter that:

a. is suitable for the age, species, condition. size. and type,

b. provides adequate space.

c. is safe and protects from rain. sleet. snow, hail- direct sunlight, the adverse effects
of heat or cold, or any other similar adverse weather condition,

d. is safe and protects from injury, physical suffering, toxic materials, or impairment
of health,

e. is sanitary.

f. is ventilated.

D

g. enables each animal to be cle'an and dry. and

a ' -" .l

"Adequate care " or "care " rncans the responsible practice of good animal handling.
leeding, watering. protcction. shclter. ventilation. transportation. treatnlent appropriatc tbr
the age, species. condition. sizc. and t-vpe of animal. and the provision of veterinary care.

including euthanasia. when needed to prevent sulfbring. impainnent of health, poor quality
ol [ife, or any combination thcreof.
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h. provides a solid surface. resting platfbrm. pad. lloor mat. or similar device that is
large enough lbr the animal to lie on in a normal manner.

2. Shelters where thc wire. grid. or slat floors allow thc animals'feet to pass through the
openings, sag undcr the animals' rveight. or other$,isc do nol prolect the animals'fcet
rlr toes l'rom injury are not "adequale sheltcr."

a. requires a moisture and rvind-proof structure suitable to the age. spccies, condition.
siz.e. and ty'pe of dog.

b. allows fbr rctcrrtion ofbodv heat.

is made of durable materials with a solid floor raiscd at least two (2) inches from
the ground.

d. has the entrance covered b,v a llexible wind-proof material or a self-closing door.
and

c. has enough suitable non-toxic bedding consisting of straw, cedar shavings.
blankets. or similar materials sufficient to provide insulation. protection againsl
cold tcmperatures and dampness. and rctention ol'body heat.

E. " Adequate .space " means:

I . Sufficient space to allow each animal to:

a. F.asily stand. sil. lie, tumabout. and make all other normal body movements in a
comfortable. normal position tbr the animal. and

b. lnteract safely with other animals in an enclosure.

2. Whcn an animal is restrained or tethered. "adequate space" means a tcther that:

a. permits the actions in $ 212-2(LX I ),

b. is appropriate to the age. species, condition, size. and type of animal,

l

c

3. "Aclcquate shelter" for dogs means mccting the requircments of $$ 212-2(D)(l) and
(DX2). and:
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is attached to the animal b1'a properll applied collar of regulation material. halter.
or harness that prolects the anin:al t'ronr iniury and prevents the animal or tcthcr
from becoming cnlarlgled rvilh othcr ob.iccls or animals. or liom extcnding ovcr an
object or edge that could rcsult in strangling or injury to the animal.

d. prohibits thc anirnal tiom acccssing toxic matcrials.

has swivels at both cnds to prcvcnt kinking and knotting,

f'

f'. is at least tbur (4) times thc lcngth of the animal. as mcasurcd fiom the tip ol its
nose to the basc of its tai[, unlcss the animal is bcing rvalked on a leash or is attached
by a tether to an overhead runncr.

",4dequate lr,arel " means provision ol'and access to clean. fresh. potable, and readill'
available rvater of a drinkablc tcmpcrature which is provided in a suitable manner and
sulficient volumc to maintain normal h1'dration for thc agc. species. condition. size. and

ry'pc ofeach animal, unless othcruisc prescribcd b1'a veterinarian: and is provided in clean.
appropriated sized. durable rcceptacles rvhich are accessible to cach animal and are placed
so as 1o minimize contamination ol'the \\atcr b) cxcrement and pests.

" Donrcstic animal" mcans ant' aninral kcpt lor an1 purpose other than agricultural use or
production for consumption. An1, animal kept as an aninral companion or pet. bul also used
for an agricultural purpose or for consumption. is also considered a "domestic anirnal'' for
purposes of this Chaptcr.

"Agriculturol aninal 'includcs any living creaturc kcpt I'or agricultural use or production
for consumption.

"Agriculture" or "agriculturof' mcans lhe use of land for the production and initial
processing offood or fibcrs [br sale. including cultivating. dairying, horriculture, pasturing,
floriculture, silviculture. viticulture. aquaculture, anirnal and poultry husbandry. and tbr
such incidental accessory lhcilities as g,recnhouscs and nurscries, provided that the
operation of such accessorl' Iacilities shall be clcarly' sccondary to agricultural activities.
"Agriculture" or "agricultural" includcs. but is not limitcd to. the related activities of
tillage. fcrtilization. pest control. harvesting. and marketing.

"l)ungerous r/og" means a potentialll' dangcrous dog pursuant $ 212-10 and. after thc
determination is made. $,ithout provocation the dog:

(;

II,

I,

.t

'1. bites a person.
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2. kills or inflicts physical injury on a domestic animal. or

.l. attacks a person or domcstic anirnal

"Ov'ner's real propertv-" means rcal property. a ached fixtures. mobilc homcs. or any
combination thereof ow'ncd or leased b1, the owner or custodian of an aninal. -Ou'ner's
real property" excludcs a public right-ol'-way or a cofitmon area of a condominium.
apartment complex. or townhouse development.

'' l'h.y,.sicr1 injury" means .m iniurJ- resulting in broken bones. concussions. cuntusions,
laccrations. or any other injury that rcquircs rncdical or veterinary' trcatmcnt.

"('onnrctciul Animal Estahli.thn (,,,/ tltcans an cstablishmcnt lor:

l. The commercial breeding ol'dogs. cats. or orhcr domcstic animals: or

The boarding. grooming. sale. or training ofdogs, cats. or other domestic animals
for g,hich a fee is chargcd: or

"L'onzmercial Aninnl Estcrblisftnrerrt " cxcludes veterinary facilities, animal
shelters, registered rescue organizations. or research facilities uhcrc bona lide
medical, dental, vcterinary, pharmaceutical. or biological research occurs.

"Ov,ner " means any person. pannership. corporation. or other legal entity that owns. kecps
or harbors one or more animal(s) or allows anirnal(s) to remain on their prernises. An
animal shall be decmcd "harbored'' ilit is t'ed or sheltered for three (3) or more consecutive
days. ll'thc owner or custodian olany animal is a minor. the parent or guardian of thc minor
shall be responsible to ensure compliance with all local and state laws. rulcs, and
rcgulations.

O. ".,lnimd" means all living crcaturcs but excludcs both human beings

')
.)

t..

M

3

4

N

I) "lnimal Control" means the St. Mary,'s Count)" Emergency Services Aninral Control
Division.

",lninrul ('ontrol OlJicer " nrcans an individual designated by the St. Mary's County
Commissioners to issue citations to enlorca the St. Mary's Counly Animal Corrtrol
Ordinance and any State law rclating to animals.

a

K,

Whcrc five (5) or more dogs are kept.
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Ir. "Animal Shelter " means any facility' opcrated by a govunrnental body. Ibr the purposc of
impounding animals under the authorit),of the St. Mary's County Animal Control or an,v

State law relating to an animal's care. confincmenl. retum to owncr. adoption. or
euthanasia.

"Animal Adoption ancl Re.source Clenter 'means anv Animal Shelter undcr the pun,iew of
the Commissioners of St. Maq,'s County. fv'laryland.

"Custoclian " means any pcrson, partnership. corporation. or other legal entity that hartrors,
takes care of. custody ol, or takes responsibility for anothcr person's animal(s) or allows
an animal(s) to rcmain on their premises.

"Director" means the St. Mary's Counq' F.mergency Senices I)irector or their
designee(s).

"Sanitarv " mcans a condition of good ordcr and cleanlincss which minimizes the probably
ol transmission of disease.

"I"entilate" or "l"entilution" means areas constructcd or modilied to allow the liee l]ow
of adequate air to control temperature. humidity, and prcvcnt air stagnation,

"Wild Dag" or "Wild . nimul " means any' dog or anirnal. respectivcl;'. that is not a
domestic or agricultural animal.

$ 212-2.1 DUTY OF ALL ANIMAL OWNBRS TO Iill ITESPONSIBI,I' OWNERS

Eve$ owncr and custodian shall exercise reasonablc care by taking all necessary
precautions to protect othcr people, property. and animals from injury or damage resulting
from owner's or custodian's domcstic animals' behavior, regardless of the motive behind
the behavior.

No domestic animal may' be sold, given to, or bought l'rom a minor without the written
consent of thc minor's parcnt or guardian.

No domcstic animal carcasscs shall be disposed of at any county trash disposal facilit,v or
any public area.

C

l)

J

V,

w

x.

S

I

Ll

A.

B

Penalt1,. A violation of this section is a civil offense and punishable b.'" a fine not to exceed

$ I 000.
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$ 212-3. ANTMAL CARE.

A. The owner or custodian of any domestic animal must provide the animal with:

1. adequate food,

2. adequate water,

3, adequate shelter.

4. adequate space.

5. adequate exercise,

veterinary care rvhen needed to prevent suffering, health impairment" or poor
quality ollife. or an)'combination thereof. and

7. grooming sufficient for humane care and treatment

?enalty'. Failure to compll.' with any of the enumerated items listed in $ 212-3(A)
constitutes a separate and distinct civil oflense. and each off'ense may be punishable hy a

fine not to exceed $250,

lf a violation of this section is also a violation of Title I0 Subtitle 6 of the Criminal Law
Article of the Annotatecl ("lode of'L'lut'vlund, nothing in this section shall be construed to
lessen the penalties w'ithin that Subtitle.

$ 212-1

A.

CRUELTY, Al| [.r SIi, O lt ].. Ia (; l, Ii(]'l' O F A N I ]1.,\ L

A person shall not:

torture. torment. cruelly beat or kill. iniure. mutilate, run down u'ith a vehiclc.
overload. or otherwisc abusc or mistrcat any domestic animal.

2. inflict unnecessary sullering or pain on an!' domestic animal.

poison. put. or causc to bc put. poison or other harnrful substance in any place with
intent to injure or kitl any domestic animal.

6.

B

C

J

I
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use an)'domestic animal. or permit any domestic animal to be used. fbr tlre purpose
of fighting with any othcr animal.

train an!'domestic animal for illcgal tighting.

fail to providc the domestic aninlal rvith adeqr"rale care.

keep any domestic animal outdoors, w'ithout providing adequate shelter. when the
wind chill index is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or lou'er,

keep any domestic animal outdoors. rvithout providing adequate shelter. wheu the
heat indcx is 90 degrccs Fahrenheit or highcr. or

9 keep any'domestic aninral outdoors during an active rveathcr waming or advisory
issued by the National Weather Sen'ice.

Cause, arrange, procure. participate in. authorize. or lund any of the acts listcd in $ 212-
4(A).

Exceptions. Section 212-4 doc's not apply to any of the cnunreratcd activities included in
the Criminal Law Article. { l0-603 of the Annotated ('ode of- Mcrr-r-land.

Pcnulty-. Violations of this section arc a civil ofl'ense punishable by a fine not to exceed

s 1 000.

If a violation ol'this section is also a violation ol 'l'itlc 
I 0 Subtitle 6 of the Criminal Larv

Article of the Annotated Code qf Mar.rland. nothing in this sectiotr shall be construed to
lessen an1, penalties available under that Subtitle.

LEAYING DOCS OL]TSIDE AND t,liA"l'1'ENDED BY USE OF
RESTRAINTS OIT I'ETHER

A. De/initions. In this section thc follorving words have the meanings indicated.

4

5.

6.

7.

8

B,

C.

D.

E.

$ 2r2-s.

1 "Collar" lneans a device constructed of n.v-lon, leather, or similar material
specilically designed to be used around the ncck of a dog.

"Reslraint"' or'"T'ether'" means a chain. rope. tether. leash. cable. or other device
that attaches a dog to a stationary, object or trollcl' s!'stem.

2



Requcstcd bt: I)epartmcnt of limergenc! Scn ices

3t

B

Subject: Public Sofct! - To Repeal and Rc-
cnact Chspter 212 ot lhc Code ol
Sl. ilro4Jti Counh', Moryland,
l:stablishing Anim8l Control
Rcgulations

I'age 9 ot 22

Prohibited. An owner or custodian shall no1 leave an unatlended dog outside using a

restraint that:

uscs a collar that is made primarily of mctal or is not at least as

circumference olthe dog's ncck plus one ( I ) inch.

restricts the dog's access to adequate shelter or adcquate water.

creates unsalc or unsanita4' conditions. or

causes injury to thc dog.

largc as thc

Penalry'. Yiolations ol'this section are a civil ofl'cnse punishablc by a line nol to exceed

$ 1000.

If a violation of this section is also a violation ot I itle l0 Subtitle 6 of thc Crirninal Lau'
Alricle .4nrotuted Cotlc ol lkrviand. nothing in this section shall bc construed to lcssen

any penalties available undcr that Subtitlc.

$212-6. DOMESTIC ANIMALS IN VEIIICLES

Prohibitetl. A person shall not lcave a domestic animal unattcnded in a standing or parked

nrotor vchicle in a manner that endangers the health or safety of the animal.

Reasonahle l"orce Perntitlee,r. Except as provided in subsection C of this section. a person

may use rcasonable lbrce to remove t'rom a motor vchicle a domestic animal left in the

vehicle in violation ol'the provisions of subsection A of this section ifthc person is:

I . a law enforcement ol'ticer;

2. a public safety employee ofthe State or of a local goveming body;

3. an animal control officer under the jurisdiction of the Stale or a local goveming
bodyl or

4. a volunteer or professional ofa fire and rescue servicc.

Exceptions, A person may not use forcc ofany kind to remove frorn a motor vehicle:

')

-t

4

5

C

D

B

C

()rdinancc \o. 2024 - l8

l. unrcasonabh' limits the movemcnt of'the dog.
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A dog used by the State or a local goveming body for police work while the dog is
on duB"; or

2. An animal in the custody of an Animal Control Ofticer

D Liahilitl'. A person described in subsection B of this seclion may not be held liablc lbr an.v

damages directly resulting fronr actions taken under the provisions of subsection B of this
section.

Penalty. Violations ol'this section are a civil of'tcnse punishable by a fine not to cxceed

sr000.

If a violation ol'this section is also a violation ol'Titlc 2l Subtitle l0 ol'Transponation
Article. the Anruttuted (ode of lturvlancl. nothing in this scction shallbe construed to lcssen

any criminal pcnalties available under that Subtitlc.

$ 212-7. ABANDoNING ANIMAL

I'rohihited. An owner or custodian shall not leave any domestic animal on a road. in a
public place, or on private propert)' with the interrt to abandon the animal.

Penalt1,. Violations of this section are a civil ofTense punishable b1' fine not to exceed $100.

If a violalion of this section is also a violation of 'l'itle l0 Subtitle 6 of Criminal [,arv Article
the ilnruttated ('ode qf \luryluncL nothing in this section shall be constructl to lessen an-v

criminal penaltics availablc under that Subtitle.

$ 212-8. ANIMAL AT LARGE

A. An orvner or custodian shall keep domestic animals confined in a building or $ecure

enclosure. or under physical restraint and direct supervision.

R. Exceptions. An olrner or custodian rna.v allow a domestic animal to be outside of a building
or securcd enclosure, or released fiom physical restraint and not directly supen'ised if:

l. the animal is on propeg, or*.ned or occupied by the animal's o\ rler;

2. a dog is undergoing supervised obedience training by a certified professional;

A.

B.

C.

I
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a dog is bcing trained or used lirr hunting; or

an animal is at large u'ith a person in immediatc pursuit with the purpose of
reacquiring control of the animal.

An orvner or custodian shall not penrlit any, domcstic animal to be on public or private
school grounds when school is in sessicln. or in a public recrcation area, excluding a public
dog park. unless thc animal is controlled by a leash.

Penaltl'. Violations of sr"rbsection A or B of this section are a civil of}'ensc punishable by
finc not to exceed Sl 000.

An Animai Control Ollicer rvho obsen'cs an animal at large that is posing a direct threat
to public salety may pursue that aninral on public or private property.

A dog shall be deemed a "stray'dog'" if the dog's olvner violates this section three or more
times and the dog is subsequentlr, f-ound at large.

Stray dogs may bc seized by Animal Control

Persons who arc awarc of any eurimal being at large or rvho find stray animals arc
encouraged to rcport the situation to Animal Control.

If a violation of this section is also a violation of l'itle l0 Subtitlc 6 of Criminal l,aw Article
the .lnnoletted Cocle ol llaryland. nothing in this section shall be construed to lessen any
crirninal penalties available under that Subtitle.

s 212-9. NUISANCE

A. No o*rer or custodian shall keep or maintain anl,domestic animal in such manner as to
cause or permit the animal to:

l. inflict injury on a person without provocation;

2. injure or kill a domestic animal or agricultural animal without provocation;

3. threaten or chase any person, other domestic animal. or agricultural animal without
provocation;

.)
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damage the propcrty. other than an animal, of another;

chase a vehicle:

bark or make othcr harsh or exccssive noise continuously that unreasonably disturbs
the quiet, comfort. or rcpose ol'another;

defecate on the property of an<lther: or

bccome a stra1,dog

An o*'ncr or custodian ol'a domestic animal must remove excremcnt deposited by' the

animal on a sidervalk. street. park. other public propeny'. or private propen-Y of another.

Penal|,. Violations of this section are a civil clf'funse punishable by fine not to exceed

s I 000.

tf a violation of this scction is also a violatior: ol'Title I0 Subtitle 6 ol'Criminal L.aw' Anicle
the Annotuted (.'ode o.f'l{urylanrl nothing in this scction shall be construed to lessen any

crirninal pcnalties availablc under that Subtitle.

$212-10. POTEITTIALLY DAI{GEROUS DOG

A. Definition. "Potentially dangerous dog" means a dog that:

1. bit a person rnhile on public or private real property:

2. when not on its owner's real property, has killed or inllicted severe injury on a
domestic animal:

3. has attacked a person or animal *'ithout provocation;

is orvncd. bred, or harbored primarily' or in part l'or the purpose of dog fighting. or
any dog trained for dog fighting; or

an,v dclg. not o$ned b1'a governmental or law enlbrcement unit. used primarill'to
guard public or private propert!': and

Animal Control has notifled the owner in writing ol'the reasons for determining the

dog is potentially' dangerous.

4
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Il No dog shall be declared potentially dangerous if the threat, iniury. or damage was

sustained by a person who:

at the time lvas committing a rn'illt'ul trespass or other crirninal act upon the prcntises

of the owner or custodian of thc dog;

was teasing, tormenting- abusing. or assaulting the drtg:

was committing or attempting to commit a crime;

deliberately' placed the animal in the position of protecting or det-ending its young"
anothcr animal. person, or guardian; or

5. caused pain or injury to the dog irnmediatell'prior to the attack.

C. De.fensiw Actions

any person may use any' tbrce necessary to def'end against any dog(s) actively
attacking a person.

2. any' person may use an)' force necessar)' to defend against any' dog(s) lound out ol
its enclosurc, not under the owner or custodian's immediette care" and actively
attacking any animal.

I'ubl ic Liahility lnsurance frtr Potentially Dangerous Dogs. Within tcn ( 10) days ol a dog

being deemed potentially dangerous, thc ou.ner or custodi:rn must prcsent to Animal
Control proof of public liability insurance u,ith coverage of no less than $50.000 per each

occurrence of bodily' injury or damagc to propert)' rcsulting fronr owning, keeping. or
maintaining of said potentially dangerous dog.

Requiremenl,r. L)pon determination b1' the Director that a clerg is potential[1'dangerous. the

Director or an Animal Control Officer may require any or all, of thc lbllowing:

l. keeping thc potentiallv dangerous dog in its oun encltlsure:

if the dog is kept outside. a portion of the o,ffner's or custodian's property shall be

f'enced rvith a perimeter or area t'ence. Within this perimeter lbnce. the dog shall be

humanell.' confined inside a pen or kennel ol'adequate size. '[he pen or kcnnel shall

not share common l'encing with the arca ol perimeter fence. 'l-he kcnnel or pcn

must have securc sidcs: a secure top attached to all sidcs: and the sides must eithcr

2
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bc buried two (2) feet into the ground. sunken into a concrctc pad. or othenvise
secured to prcvent escape by digging. Thc gate to the kennel must be locked;

r,vhcn on the ou'ner or custodian's property' and outside of its enclosure. a

potentially dangerous dog shall be attended by the owner or custodian and

restrained by a secure collar and leash ol'sullicient strength to prevent cscape;

the owner(s) or custodian(s) of an-v potentialll' dangerous dog shall displaf in a
prominent place on their propcrties and at cach entrance and exit to the area where

such dog is confined. a sign easily readable by the public that rcads "DANGEROUS
ANIMAL" or "BEWAR['" OF DOG":

5 exccpt *'hen being hurnanely and securely conl-rncd during transport in a vehiclc,
no potentialll, dangerous dog shall be pcrnritted ol'l'the propert)' of its owner or
custodian unless it is:

a. attended bf its owner or custodian:

humanely restrained b1, a securc collar and leash (nol to cxcecd six (5) fect

in length). both the collar and leash must be ol sufficient strength to prevent

eseape. and all have been approveel b1'Animal Control: and

humanely muzzled sufficient to prcvcnt biting persons or domestic animals.
The muzzle must be approved by Anirnal Control:

6. microchipping and, neutering or spaying the potentially dangerous dog at the owner
or custodian's expense:

Ownership or custody of a poterrtially dangerous dog shall not be transfened without prior
notification and approval by Animal Control;

Penal4,. Failure to comply with any' condition outlined in this section is a civil ollbnse and

punishable by a finc not to exceed or $1000. At the discretion of St. Mary's County Animal
Clontrol vii:lations of this section may also result in the seizure of the potentialll'' dangerous

dog.

l.'otentialll, Dangerous Dog eil Large. An Animal Cclntrol Of'ficer is authorized u'hencver
possible to seize any potentiall,v dangerous dog fbund to be running at large. \\ten not ablc

to capture the dog. and rvhen all other reasonable options have been exhausted, an Anirnal
Control Officer or [.aw Enforcement Officer is authorizcd to use the most rcasonably

availablc hurnane method to kill thc dog.

b

c.

F
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Dangerous Dog. Iithe dog bccomes a dangerous dog, then Animal Control may impose

an)' requiret'llent under subsection Il. as well as requirc the dog be humanely e'uthanized at

the sole cost and e.\pensc of thc o\\'ncr or custodian.

ll'ild Do54s. Any larv enflrrrccmcnt of ficcr or Animal Control Olf]cer is authorized to use

the most human method to sr.rbdue or. il'necessary. cnd the lifc of any destructive and

harmt'ul dog that is knorvn to be living in St. Mary"s Countv in a r.r,ild state. There shall be

no liabilitl on such larv enlirrcement ollicers or Animal Control Ott'icers for damages or
othcrwisc [br injuring or ending the lil'e of such a dog as permittcd by this Chapter.

Il'a violation oIthis section is also a violation of Title l0 Subtitle 6 of Criminal Law Article
the Annotated ('otle o.f ,\[aryland. nothing in this section shall be construed to lessen any

criminal penaltics ar,ailable under that Subtitle.

$ 212-r l. TNTERFERENCIi WITH OFFICIAL

No person shall hinder or obstruct thc Dircctor or an Animal Control Officer in the

performance of his or her duties pursuant to this Chapter.

No person shall remove an aninral from a trap. removc a ftap. or activate a trap set by an

Animal Control Officer.

C Penalty. A violation of this section is a civil otlense and punishable by a fine not to excced

s2s0.

$ 212-12. VACCINATIONS - DOMESTIC DOGS, CATS, AND FERRETS

A, [iach person who o!\'ns a domestic dog, cat, or lerrel that is fbur (4) months old or older

shall have the dog. cat. or lerrct vaccinated adequately" against rabies.

B. A dog, cat, or fenet may not be registered or licensed unless the owner submits, with the

apptication for registration or license, proof that the dog. cat, or ferrct has been vaccinated

adequately against rabies.

C. The St. Mary's County Health Department shall determine the proof of vaccination that is

acceptable.

D. Rabics vaccination must be administered b1 a licensed veterinarian.

A.

B.

I

I.
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Penulry'. A violation of this section is a civil offense and punishable by'a fine not to exceed

$2s0.

$ 212-13. RESERVED.

$ 212.1{. ADI\'ItNISTRATION AND E,}if ORCIL}lE}-.T

'l"he Director and Anirnal Control Ofl"icers may administcr and enlorcc the provisions of
this Chapter.'l'itle 6 of the l,ocal Govemment Article. $$ 2l-l l0l(c) and 2l-1004.1 of the

Transportation Articlc, $ l9-105 olthe Business Rcgulatiorr Article, and Subtitlc 6 of 'l'itle

10 ol the Criminal [-arv Article of the ,'lnnotuteel ('ocle of i4un'land, this includes lhe

authoritl' tt'r issue civil citations.

The Dircctur and Animal Control Off-rcers may exercise the tbllow'ing powers in

adrninistering and enlbrcing this Chapter aud relatcd laws:

Impound a donrestic animal whose owner or custodian is in violation of this Chaptcr

and transpofi an]' such animal to the Animal Adoption and Rcsource Center or to

such clther tacilities as ma)' be necessaryl

set traps and emplo,v devices to impound a domestic animal at large:

obtain veterinary treatment for injured or diseased impounded animals that may be

reasonably expected to bcnefit fiom treatment;

euthanize injurcd or diseased impounded animals that may not reasonably be

expected to benefit llom treatment; and

5. conduct public inlbrmation programs.

Animal Control Officers shall make a prompt and reasonablc effort to locate and notill' the

o\,vner or custodian of an impounded animal. by' revierving rcports of lost domcstic animals.

carelully inspccting the animal Ibr a tag. tattoo, microchip or other identiflcation to

ascertain the orvner. and coordinating and posting an impoundment notice on thc residence

of an1., person believed to be the orvner or cuslodian of the impounded animal.

Thc l)irector and Animal Control Offrcers may perform such other duties with respect to

animals as ntay be:

A.

ll
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l. rcquired to maintain public sal-etJ--;

2 appropriate to assist members of the public in the removal of animals from a
residence or busincss; or

s 2r2-1s

assigned by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County

RESERVED.

$ 212-16 RESERVED.

$ 212.17. DOG LICENSING AND FEES

St. Mary.'s Countv Dog Licenses shall be obtained by application through the Animal
Clontrol Dir,ision or the Animal Adoption and Resourcc Ccnter.

l'he license lee shall be se-t b-'- thc County Commissictllers each year

It shall bc unlawful fbr any person or business entity to o!vn. kcep, or harbor a dog l'our (4)

months old. or older, u'ithout a currellt St. Mary"s Courtty dog license.

Ou'ners of governmental service dogs or certified servicc dogs that are trained to assist the

physically disabled shall not be required to pay the liccnsing fcc but shall be required to

obtain and display the license.

Animal shelters operated b1' chartered humane organizations or the Commissioners of St.

Mary's County for the purpose of housing stray, abandoned, sick. or injured anirnals shall

be exempt liom licensing a dog prior to the dog's adoption or return its owner.

Before any, ticense shall be issued. the owner shall produce a valid rabies certificate issued

by a licensed veterinarian certiffing that the dog is currentl,v vaccinated against rabies.

License certilicates shall include an issue date and an expiration date; the owner's name

and address: the owrler's home or mobilc telephone number; the dog's sex. brecd. age.

color. and markings: rabics vaccination date and rabies tag number; and dog's name.

3
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A license tag shall be issued rvith the license certificate. The dog shall alwal's wear this
tag. except when confined in a kennel or rvhen participating in a competition '*,here such
displays are prohibited.

I. No person shall use any license for any dog other than for the dog for r,vhich it was issued.

.l l'he lieense certificate shall be made availablc upon request by any health ollicer. purblic

salbty officer, Animal Control Ollicer. or any ol'their agents.

K. I'enalt7,. A violation of this section is a civil oflbnsc and punishment by a fine not to exceed
$250.00.

$ 2I2.Itt. COIIMERCIAt, ANIIIIAt, IISTAtlt-ISHS{ENT LICIINSING.

A. No person. partnership, or corporation shall operate a commercial animal establishment
without first obtaining a commercial animal establishment license in compliancc with this
subsection.

License applications shall be accompanied by' u'rittcn verilication from St. Mar;"s Countl'
Govcrnrnent that the applicant conrplies with thc St. Mary-'s County Zoning Chapter. as

amended from time to time.

C' An applicant must apply through the Animal Control f)ivision for inspection prior to the
opening ofbusiness.

D. No f'cc shall bc requircd of any govcrnmcnt-operated zoological park

B

11. All animals offered for sale b1' a Commercial Animal Establishment must be examincd by
a Maryland licensed veterinarian within the last three (3) months prior to sale.

F

G

Any,' anirnal under vetcrinarian trcatment shall not be of'fered for sale without wrilten
release from the veterinarian.

An.v- owner or emplo-vee of a Commercial Animal Establishnrent who knows ol'or should
have knor+n of any animal defbct or illness shall make a purchaser a\!'are of this
information in u'riting prior to sale.

ll. llecords. For any dog presented tbr salc. thc Commercial Animal Establislunent must:

",}
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l. maintain records for one ( I ) ycar from the date of'acquiring the animal. Records shall
contain the follou'ing but are not limited to:

a. animal description. including breed, scx, color, and age;

b. the origin of purchase, including the supplier and date of receipt; and

c. medical records and any required treatment program.

2. for each license issued, submit to Animal Control prior to the close of business on
December l5Ih each year:

a. name of the licensee

b. address of the licensee

c. number of dogs maintained by the licenscc: and

d. number of puppies sold by the licensee in the preceding year.

Evcrl, Commercial Anirnal Estahlishmcnt rcgulated b1' these Ordinances shall bc
considered a separate enterprise rcquiring an individual license.

The license period shall run lbr onc (l ) year liorn the date of issuance. Renewal
applications for licenses shall be madc thirty (30) days prior to expiration of said licensc.

The license fee shall be set yearly by the County C'ommissioners.

Every Commercial Animal Establishmcnt must undcrgo a bi-annual inspection by the
Animal Control Division.

Penalty. A violation of this scction shall be a civil ol'ltnse and punishable by a fine not to
exceed $1000.00.

$212.20. IMPOL:NI))lEN'f,REI)F.ItPI'lON,i\NDADOPTIO\

A. Any' domestic animal ohserved in violation of' this C)hapter or related larv shall be
immediatelS' and humanely' impounded and housed at the St. Mary's Countl' Animal
Adoption and Resource Center or other lacilitl as needed at the sole expense and cost of
the owner or custodian. Such expenses and costs include. but are not limited to:

IT
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I . boarding,

2. feeding,

3. transportation,

4. veterinary care, and

5. legal fees. if necessary.

In addition to, or in lieu oi impounding an animal, the Animal Control Oflicer may issue
1o the known owncr or custodian a notice of violation.

lmpounded animals shall be kept for not less than three (3) working days unless said animal
is contagiously ill or severely injured.

An orrrer reclaiming an impounded animal shall pal the fees cstablished b), the St. I4ary's
Countl'Animal Adoption and Resourcc Ccnler to include thc cost of micro-chipping.

l . 'l hc lces lor subscquent impounds occurring within tr,r,elve ( 1 2) rnonths shall be doubled

2. tlpon thc third impoundment within tuclve (12)rnonths. the animal shall remain at the
St. Mary's County Animal Adoption and Resourcc Ccnter until the owncr or custodian
appcars before the Director. The Director shall determine the neccssar-y- mcans to address
thc violations and lev) lines and fees.

In addition to paying the established lies. an owner or custodian reclaiming an impounded
animal shall show proof of a currcnt rabies vaccination.

I f orvncr is a Conrmercial ,\ninral Lstahlishment. prool'of paid liccnse fees is required to
comply w'ith S 2 I 2- l9 of this Chapter and othe r expenses incurrcd by the Commissioners
ol'St. Mary"s County in caring Ibr thc impoundcd animal.

Exccpt trs othcru'ise pror ided in this Chapter. anl aninral impounded and not redeenred b1

its o*'ncr s'ithin three (3) rvorking days following notice of impoundment shall be deenred
abandoned. 'l'hc animal shall becomc thc propcrt!' ol'the Commissioncrs of St. Mary's
Countv. Animal Control ma1, place for adoption ol eutlraniire the animal in accordance with
\.laryland [a* and St. \4ar1"s Countl r\nimal Adoption and Rcsource Center polic1,.

C

t)

F

(i

E.



Requested by; l)epartment of Emergcncy Serr ires

- '-.3 i :il.; ,' I

Ordinance No. 202{ - l8

Subject: Public Safet-v- - f'o Repeal and Re-
enact Chapter 212 of thc Code 0I
.Sr.,llart's ('outtt),, llarylund,
Establishing Animal Control
Regulations

r-l

Page2l oI22

No unclaimcd dog or cat shall be releascd tbr adoption w,ithout being sreriliz-ed or without
written agrecment l'rom the adopter guaranteeing that such animal uill he sterilized rvithin
thiny (30) days for adults or at a spcci{icd date in thc contract for puppies and kittens. A
deposit cstablished by the St. Mary's County Animal Adoption and Resource Centcr shall
be paid at the time ol'adoption and refundcd once proof ol steriliz.ation is presented.

Any' aninral considered b1'the St. \,Iary''s Counn' Animal Adoption and Resourcc Center
to be unhealthl'. dangcrous. r,icious. or othenr,ise unsal'e shall not be placed lbr adoption.

The St. Mary's County Animal Adoption and Resource Centcr may deny applications fbr
adoption as provided by St. Mary's County Animal Adoption and Resource Center policy
and procedure.

K. No rvild animal shall be placed for adoption.

No animal shall be knorvingly sold or given arvay fcrr use in cxperimentation or research.

The Cornmissioners ol St. Mary's Countl,. its emplol,ees" or agents shall not be liable for
any darnage to person or propcrtl caused by an animal adopted or reclainred lrom the St.
Mary's County Animal Adoption and Resource Center.

{i 212-21. I Er-t)ING ANIITALS ON COtrNTy pR()t'ttR'ry

No person shall tbed any animal located in or on any property ov,ned or operated by the
Clommissioners of St. Mary"s County. The Sl. Mary's County' Animal Adoption and Resource
Center is excmpt from this provision.

*212-22. FEIIIALE tN SEASON

Every domestic fen'rale dog or cat in season shall bc humanely conlirred in a building or
secure enclosure in such a manner that the female dog or cat cannot encountcr an
unneutered male ol'Lhc same species except for planned breeding. This cxcludes normal
uaste elimination rvhile under physical restraint ancl direct supervision on the o\\'ncr or
custodian' s propert!'.

I

.I

\I

A.

B. Penalt.t,. Violations of this section are a civil of'fcnsc punishable by finc not to cxceed $250
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s2l2-23. CONSTR|lC'tION.

No provision in this Chaptcr shall be construcd to pemrit or authorize an), act or omission.
including cntry onto real propeg.' or seizurc ol'propcrt\, uithout such authorization as ma)' be
required b1' la*,. which act or onrission rvould constitule a violation of a person's legal or
constitutional rights by any clccted ofticial or agent or employcc of the Commissioncrs of St.
Mary"s Count-v. or any other pcrson acting under color ol'larv. ln this Chaplcr, a singular term shall
be construed to include the plural and plural terms to include the singular. All civil citations issued
pursuant to this Chapter are payable in an arnount set hy the St. Mary's Clounty Animal Control
Ibe schedule as indicated on the citation without the need to appcar in Court. Anyonc desiring to
challenge a citation may do so in Court. In Court. the maximum pcnaltl' dctailed in the section
may apply.

SECTION ll. l'his Ordinancc shall bc elfectir,e upon thc datc uritten belou
'Ihose voting Ayc:
Those voting Nar,:
Those Abstaining:
Date ol'Adoption:
Lffective l)ate:

ATTES't: ('oltlilssto\Etts oF sT. \tAIt\''s cot:\'t\'

.,

0

0

Julv 16 . l0l.l
.lulv 30.2024

David z\.
Countl,,,\dministrator

APPROVED AS I'O FORV
AND LDGAI, SI.JFFICIENC:Y:

a)

t] Giddens

ES R. (iu C TS oner President.I
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Requested by: Department of Emergency Services Ordinance No.2025 -

Subject: Public Safety - To Amend
Chapter 212.2.M of the Code of
Sl Mary's CounQt, Moryland,
Establishing Animal Control
Regulations
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ORDINANCE

TO AMEND CHAPTEK^ZI2.2.M OF THE
CODE OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MARYLAND,

ESTABLISHING ANIMAL CONTROL REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to $13-129(c) of the Local Government Article of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County are authorized to provide for the
regulation, humane treatment and keeping of domestic animals; and

WHEREAS, a notice of a public hearing was advertised on 2025 and _

-, 

2025 in Southern Maryland News, the Enterpnse, a newspaper of general circulation in
St. Mary's County, and a public hearing was held on 2025 to receive public
comment and consider the amendment of Chapter 212.2.M of the Code of St. Mary's County,
Maryland, to provide for the regulation, humane treatment and keeping of domestic animals; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County find that it is in the best interest of
the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of St. Mary's County to amend Chapter 212.2.M of
the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, to clarity the definition of "Commercial Animal
Establishment";

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County,
pursuant to $13-129(c) of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland,that:

SECTION I.
as follows:

Chapter 212.2.M of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, is amended to read

CHAPTER 212. ANIMAL CONTROL

s2t2-2. DEFTNTTTONS.

In this Chapter the following words have the meanings indicated:

M. "Commercial Animal Establishment" means an establishment for:

1. The commercial breeding of dogs, cats, or other domestic animals; or

2. The boarding, grooming, sale, or training of dogs, cats, or other domestic animals
for which a fee is charged.;+r
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3.+ "Commercial Animal Establishment" excludes veterinary facilities, animal
shelters, registered rescue orgarlizations, or research facilities where bona fide
medical, dental, veterinary, pharmaceutical, or biological research occurs.

SECTIONtr. This Ordinance shall be effective upon the date written below

Those voting Aye:

Those voting Nay:

Those Abstaining:

Date of Adoption:

Effective Date:

ATTEST:

David A. Weiskopf
County Administrator

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

BUfsl Giddens
County Attorney

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COTINTY

James R. Guy, Commissioner President

Michale R. Alderson, Jr., Commissioner

Eric S. Colvin, Commissioner

Mike Hewiff, Commissioner

Scoff R. Ostrow, Commissioner
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